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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Purpose of Report

1.1 This report contains the Head of Internal Audit (HOIA) annual assurance opinion on
the control environment of Mid Sussex District Council (Council) based on internal
audit work undertaken during the 2021/22 financial year.

1.2 This opinion forms one of the key sources of assurances within the Council. It is
used to inform the compilation of the Council’s Annual Governance Statement, which
is included in the Financial Statements. The Internal Audit function of the Council,
incorporating the HOIA, is outsourced to Mazars LLP via the APEX framework.

2. Summary

2.1 Mazars engagement with the Council commenced on 9 July 2021, when the
Engagement Letter was signed. Before this date, the Internal Audit function was
delivered by the former Internal Auditor at Crawley Borough Council.

2.2 The 2021/22 Plan was inherited from the former Internal Audit. It comprised of mostly
Key Financial Audits that were historically delivered in the latter stages of the
financial year by the former Internal Auditor. For the 2022/23 FY, we will employ a
risk-based approach to determining the audit needs of the Council and use a risk-
based methodology in planning and conducting our audit assignments.

2.3 At the time of drafting this report, there are two audits in progress (IT related) and
two audits where the fieldwork was completed, with the report being at draft stage.
All other audits in the Plan were finalised.

2.4 During the year, internal audit services were delivered remotely using tools such as
screen-sharing functionalities. These arrangements and the current work in progress
(at 2.3 above) were not considered to have a material impact on our ability to provide
an annual opinion.

2.5 During the year, we consulted the Head of Corporate Resources and informed the
Committee about changes to the audit plan, in particular, deferral of work for the
Covid-19 Grants Assurance audit.

2.6 Based on our audit work, our HOIA opinion on the governance, risk management,
and control framework is Moderate in its overall adequacy and effectiveness. Some
improvements are required to enhance the adequacy and effectiveness of the
governance, risk management and control framework.

mailto:graeme.clarke@mazars.co.uk%3e
mailto:juan.fosco@mazars.co.uk


3. Recommendation 
 

The Committee is asked to receive the report. 
 

4 Policy Context 
 
4.1 Receiving this report enables the Committee to perform its duties under the 

Accounting and Auditing regulations 
 

5. Other Options Considered 
 
5.1 None. 

 

6. Financial Implications 
 
6.1 This is a report on the activity of Internal Audit in the previous year and has no 

financial implications. The Plan for Internal Audit relating to work undertaken during 
2021/2022 had been discussed and approved in the March 2021 Audit Committee 
meeting. 

 

7 Risk Management Implications 
 
7.1 None. 
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